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60) The new § 76 states: (1) A person (A) commits an offence if—

a. A repeatedly or continuously engages in behaviour towards another person (B) that is
controlling or coercive,

b. at the time of the behaviour, A and B are personally connected,
c. the behaviour has a serious effect on B, and
d. A knows or ought to know that the behaviour will have a serious effect on B.

61) https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coercive-or-controlling-behaviour-now-a-crime

62) https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coercive-or-controlling-behaviour-now-a-crime

63) Sheley, E. (2020). Criminalizing Coercive Control Within the Limits of Due Process. Duke
LJ, 70, 1321, p. 1325.

64) Sheley, E. (2020). Criminalizing Coercive Control Within the Limits of Due Process. Duke
LJ, 70, 1321, p. 1338-1345.

65) Sheley, E. (2020). Criminalizing Coercive Control Within the Limits of Due Process. Duke
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Discussions of the concept of psychological
domination as a criminal law issue
Kim, Hae Mi

This discussion deals with how to legally embrace the issues of “gaslighting” and
“grooming”. As such terms gained popular recognition after several incidents, the
media and the public are using them for criminal interpretation, They have also
emerged as a direct issue in some rulings. Although the term itself is a fairly recent
concept, but concepts do not indicate the actions that have not existed before. Unlike
psychological pain, they provide a new perspective on the type of crime using
nonviolent means. However, these concepts have not been agreed academically.
Therefore, specific standards such as legal dogmatic are needed to discuss them.
They can be said to be psychological manipulation in adjacent academic areas such
as psychology, but it is difficult to have criminal meaning if the behavior remains
at the level of psychological manipulation. This discussion shows that legal
differences can be made clear only when the act reaches the level of “psychological
domination”.

Although the case is not directly discussed using the term psychological control
in the judgment, there are rulings that deal with a crime using strong psychological
influence. This study attempted to materialize the concept of psychological
domination by analyzing and categorizing these rulings. Embodying the concept of
psychological domination may face criticism that it can lead to the pre-stageization
of criminal law. However, the purpose of this study is not to expand the realm of
criminal law, but to interpret the law more actively to protect victims. It is also
necessary to minimize the possibility of arbitrary interpretation by specifying the

legal principles.



202 + SAVEHOIT HEAH HRS(SH Hi1353, 2003 - 72)

« Key words: Gaslighting, Grooming, Psychological manipulation, Psychological

domination, Emotionalization of criminal law
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