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AGenderDifferenceinCausesofDelinquency:Using
PaneldatafromTwoAgeGroups

2)Lee,Seong-Sik*

Thisstudyintends totest whether thereisagenderdifferencein
explaining delinquency. This work tests social bond, differential
association/social learning, strain, andageneral theoryofdelinquency
and identifies several explanatory factors. In addition, to test a
developmental perspective that the factor underling delinquency is
different across different age groups(elementary vs middle school
students),weuseKYPSdatafromtwodifferentagegroups.
Results showthat family factors have no significant effects on

delinquencyinbothmaleandfemalestudents. Second, theeffect of
commitment toscholastic activities is more important inexplaining
delinquency of middle school students but there is no gender
difference. Third, theeffects of associationwithdelinquent peers is
significant inbothmaleandfemalestudentsacross twoagegroups.
However, strainwithpeers ismoreimportant factor inmalemiddle
schoolstudents.Fourth, theeffectsofself-control issignificant inboth
maleandfemalestudentsacrosstwoagegroups. However, itseffect
issignificant onminordelinquencybut mediatedbyassociationwith
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delinquentpeersonmajordelinquency.
Overall, resultsshowthat therearegenderdifferencesinexplaining

delinquency and the effects of those important factors are also
different acrosstwoagegroups. Inaddition, findingsreveal that those
effects can be different across types of delinquency. However,
association with delinquent peers and lowself-control are more
important explanatoryfactors inbothmaleandfemalestudents. The
policyimplicationsofthoseresultsarediscussed.
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