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The Effect of Informal Labeling on Delinquency: Analysis of Youth
Panel Data

Lee, Seong-Sik#*

This study intends to test a labeling theory and examines the effects
of informal labeling from the perspective of parents, teachers, and peers
on delinquency. In addition, the present study constructs an integrated
model and examines 1) whether social bonding variables and
association with delinquent peers affect informal labeling, 2) whether
social bonding variables, association with delinquent peers, negative
self-identity mediate the effects of informal labeling on delinquency, and
3) whether the effect of prior delinquency on subsequent delinquency is
mediated by informal labeling. Using a Youth Panel Data, this tests
several hypotheses. Results show that prior delinquency, parental bond,
academic performance, and association with delinquent peers are
significant predictors of informal labeling and their effects on
delinquency are mediated by informal labeling. In addition, this study
finds that the effect of informal labeling on delinquency is mediated by
academic performance, association with delinquent peers, and negative
self-identity. Results also reveal that the effect of prior delinquency on
subsequent delinquency i1s mediated by informal labeling. The policy

implication of those results are discussed.

FAe HlEAEel, Aadnd, fdadT

Keywords : Informal labeling, Delinquency, Panel Study

* Professor, Department of Information Sociology, Soongsil University, Ph.D. in
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