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Violence Victimization and Gender in Korea
. focus on physical assault, threat, and harassment

Kim, Seong-Eon*

The subject of 'women who are beaten or threatened by others except beaten
wife has rarely been given any serious criminological or victimological space. It
has bolstered presumptions that all the victims of general assaults are male and
that women are never vulnerable, fearful or at great risk to violence victimization.
Women have not been ascribed legitimate or real victim status and have been
largely invisible as victims.

But 2009 Korean Crime Victim Survey (KCVS) found that in 2008, 0.49
percent of women interviewers had experienced some physical violence, verbal
threat or stalking, compared to 0.51 percent of men. This means that women are
no less free from daily violent victimization than men in our society.

In these contexts, this article seeks to acknowledge that there are the significant
gaps in our knowledge about gendered patterns of risk to violence victimization,
fear of becoming victimized, experiences and responses to victimization and to
broaden understanding of violence against women. Using data from the 2009
KCVS, I will describe how women's violence is associated with the patriarchical
cultural characteristics, as well as the individual victim-offender relationship.

This study makes an issue of the tendency to decouple violence against women
from its embeddeness in other forms of violence and to treat various forms of
violence against women as discrete, rather than interrelated, phenomena. I

suggests that there are strong similarities between sexual abuse victim and

* Professor, Division of Public and Police Administration, Kyungnam University, Ph D. in
Sociology.
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women's experiences of violence. For example, in both cases abuse is often
motivated by the desire or need to control a partner. Assault against women must
be recognized to be a continuation of the more routinized sexualization women
faced and existed on a continuum that was grounded in the dominant definitions
of feminity that emphasize female vulnerability in opposition to masculine
strength. This study argues that physical violence, soft-tissue injuries, lacerations,
abrasions, and bumps were most frequently associated with sexual abuse by
husband or boyfriends, compared to other possible assailants.

% Key words : violence against women, gendered violence victimization,

victim-offender relationship, overlapping between general

violent victimization and sexual violent victimization
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