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Fear of Crime and ‘Forting Up  of the Residential Community

Kim, Seong-Eon*

The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between fortifying
residential environments, the neighborhood's socia integration, and the dwellers
fear of crime, using data from Korean Crime Victim Survey of 2008. In this
paper, | explore firstly whether and how much fortifying up residential
environments makes a effect to reduce the fear of crime. Secondly, | analyse
whether the forting up strategies on residential quarters affects to intensify the
neighborhood's socia integration.

Previous research has shown relationships between the environment and fear,
and the ‘gatedness practices and fear. The results of the current research find
support for linkages between fear and particular forms of the physica
environments, filled with the market-provided security such as CCTV, access
control systems, and security guards, etc. Of particular interest, the findings also
show a direct effect between fear of crime and the level of fortifying residential
communities. In contrast to the finding that gated community is associated with
reduced fear, in this study such relationship was not clear. Most notably, in the
final analysis the data shows that intensifying security with market will be limited
to reduce fear of crime, if not supported through the territoriality, the
commonality of the neighbors, the social cohesions among the residents, and the
importance placed by the residents on the ability to protect the nature of their
neighborhood and to themselves from any ‘unwanted’ activities or groups. In
addition, it is argued that collective security pursuing, based on informal social

control and collective efficacy, will be a good aternative for the market-

* Professor, Department of Police Science, Kyungnam University, Ph D. in Sociology
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dependance on security.

% Key Words: fear of crime, gated communities, forting up residential environ-
ments, social integration, collective security pursuing, mar-

ket-provision on security
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