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Criminal Law Interpretation way of Online Game Item®

Choi, Hojin**

Online game industry in Korea - especially multiplayer online role-playing
game(MMORPG) - is growing up. The growth of game industry brings new
social problem of Item theft, Item fraud, stealing by hacking other's game
account, cash transactions in game items or rea money trade(RTM) etc in
criminal law.

Game Users think game items as their own property and trade with others by
cash. However the Act such as stealing of other's game items has not been
regulated by property crimes. because It is interpretation on property clause which
defines property as "objects and manageable energy".

This article deals with the theories about property and pecuniary advantage and
examines the possibility of other property crimes such as Larceny, Robbery,
Fraud, Extortion, Embezzlement, and Breach of trust. etc.

So this paper proposes that game items is not property but pecuniary advantage
in crimina law. Game Item is a part of game program. Also it is an additional
and independent digital image. Online game item belongs to program provider,
and game user has only some kind of exclusive using right on the contract. From
whole law and order of view, to transaction in Item is not under the ban by Law
and | admitted Game-ltem has exchange value.

In illega obtaining of online game items, But the basic problems of

interpretation in property crimes till remains unsolved. So we must legislate for

* This work was supported by the National Research Foundation of Korea Grant funded by the
Korean Government (NRF-2010-32A-B00223)
** Professor, Department of Law, Dankook University, Ph. D. in Law.



68 - FAFYHUAT H22W M4S(EH H8sz, 2011 - H2)

eectronic theft in crimina law. If game items is considered as property in

criminal law, many difficult law issue about item should be resolved.

% Key Words : Cyber crime, Game item, Transaction in Item, The crime
against property, Cyber money, Concept of property,

pecuniary advantage.
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