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A Critical Study on the Age of the Criminal Responsibility :

Focus on the Criminal Minors and Juveniles who are
against the criminal law

Lee, Deok-In*

This research aims to study the minimum age of the criminal responsibility.
Juvenile delinquency and crime has been recently conducting by younger ages
and its way of committing criminal has been wicked and cruel. Although the
number of juvenile delinquency and crime has been less due to the population
decrease of young people, the rate of the second conviction has increased.
However, such generalizations would be wrong for lower the age of juvenile de-
linquency and crime. juvenile act amendment from in 2007 is amended for the
juvenile justice system reform around the guide-leader, and diversifica-
tion-strengthening of juvenile protection policy through increase-division of juve-
nile protection disposal.

Through the amendment of the penal code and the juvenile act, to lower the
age of criminal responsibility is not important issue. Regarding those juvenile de-
linquency and crime problems, there are many critics in the society and become
the social issues in terms of juvenile act, which would not solve the problems
with the right way. We should not leave children on the conveyor belt to make
criminals. Thus, it must be required to make the supplement on the structures and
systems in juvenile act, and be designed the effective way of preventing the juve-

nile delinquency and crime.

*Prof., LL.D., School of Police Administration, Busan Institute of Science and Technology.
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