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The Legitimacy of Corporal Punishment, Social Bond, and
Juvenile Defiance

Park, Chul-Hyun*

This study examines and tests conditions in which produce a defiance by
punishment, through Sherman(1993)'s defiance theory. This theory mainly deals
with the effects and the conditions of official punishment by criminal justice
agencies, but this study shows that the theory can be applied in less official
punishment, such as corporal punishment by teachers at school.

The result of analysis on survey data on highschool students(N=481) shows
that, in some cases, corporal punishments have a deterrent effect but, in other
cases, also can produce a defiance. Specially, the defiance was stronger, when the
social bond of students is weak, or when they feel that the corporal punishment
of teacher don't have a legitimacy. But the degree of defiance was differential in
some conditions as follows. First, when the social bond of students was strong,
or when they experienced an indirect corporal punishment, female students did
more defiance than male, and the higher schooling year father had, the more
defiance they did. Second, when students experienced a corporal punishment
directly or had a lower social bond, perceiving a corporal punishment as
non-legitimate was the important cause of defiance. Also, directly experiencing
teacher's a violent corporal punishment produced much defiance.

This results of analysis show that Sherman's defiance theory can be a poweful
tool to explain a corporal punishment, though it is less official punishment. The

central finding is that corporal punishment, which students perceive as

*Associate Professor Dept. of Police Administration, Dong-Eui University
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non-legitimate, can produce more defiance. This finding well supports Sherman's

theory. Especially, this study show that Sherman’s theory is more competent to

a direct experience of punishment than an indirect one.

+* Key words : corporal punishment, defiance, the legitimacy of punishment, social

bond
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