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Study on Personal Location Information in Criminal Justice

Lee, Won Sang*

Personal information is very important resource like as oil and mineral in mod-
ern information society. Companies obtaining much information are more com-
petitive and profitable so, they strive to gather as much information as possible.
Especially, the importance of personal location information is on the rise these
days, because it is being used in various service area in ubiquitous environment.
Of course, the necessity of personal location information is the same as inves-
tigative authority. But personal location information is a critical factor for the
protection of privacy. Thus, it is protected not only by personal information pro-
tection act, but also by act on the protection, use, etc. of location information

The use of personal location information was an issue in criminal justice.
Above all, the issue was that ISP provide police with personal location in-
formation of individuals in emergent situations. Thus, Act on The Protection,
Use, Etc. of Location Information was revised to reflect the situation. But the law
still generates a variety of controversies. Also, investigative agencies want to use
personal location information in their investigation. Therefore, this article focuses
on the problem regarding the use of personal location information in emergency
relief and investigation.

In conclusion, the availability of personal location information should be raised
in emergency relief. However, the punishment on the misuse of the information
should be strengthened further. And it is not necessary to ban the use of personal
location information in investigation, but the control of the court should be

improved.

* Associate Research Fellow in Korean Institute of Criminology. A Doctor of Laws.
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