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Internet Usage, Strain, and Delinquency :
Analyzing Youth Panel Data

Lee Seong-Sik*-Jun Shinhyun**

This study tests several hypotheses in explaining the relationship between inter-
net usage and delinquency. This study intends to test whether internet usage in-
creases strain and has a positive influence on delinquency or it reduces strain and
has a negative relationship with delinquency. In addition, this study tests whether
family and school strain have influence on internet usage, which increases or re-
duces delinquency. This study also investigates whether the relationship between
internet usage and delinquency is spurious and both are explained by common
factors. Using panel data from Korean Youth Panel Survey, this study tests those
hypotheses and applies them to both online and offline delinquency across types
of internet usage. Results show that entertainment internet usage has a negative
effect on school strain, which reduces online delinquency but increases offline
delinquency. In addition, it is found that school strain has a positive effect on
internet information seeking activities, which has a positive relationship with on-
line delinquency, but has a negative relationship with offline delinquency. Then,

this study discusses implication from empirical results.

< Key words : Internet Usage, Strain, Delinquency
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