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The Elderly and the Fear of Crime:
Issues and Empirical Inquiring

Kim, Seong-Eon’

The purpose of this study is to explain why the Korean elderly(ages 65 and
over)’s fear of crime is lower than the younger(ages 14-64) by contrast to the
western experiences, and whether the differences in fear between the sexes among
the elderly will be alleviated or expanded, using data from 2010 Korean Crime
Victim Survey(KCVS).

The results showed that women feel less safe than men, but the gap between
the sexes is diminished with age. The older adults reported significantly less fear
than the younger group. This could not be explained away on the basis of age
group differences in risk recognition, neighborhood variables(incivility, social
control and social integration), and media exposures. Nevertheless these factors
could not give a satisfactory explanation on the association between age and fear
of crime. Thus this article suggests that the independent effect of age will be
understood by the elderly’s latent process of desensitization; that is even though
the older’s risk of victimization is not decreased in proportion as advancing years,
they are inclined to evaluate their own victimization risk lower than the real level
or be impervious to recognize it.

This article presumes that tendency of underestimating or desensitizing risk of
crime victimization among the elderly people might be influenced by the various
psychological and sociocultural factors such as modifying situational definitions
about their own victimization risk through life experiences, the expectation of

respect for the aged based in confucian cultures, and changing the matter of

* Professor, Department of Police Science, Kyungnam University, Ph D. in Sociology.
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primary concern from crime to healthy problems. But unfortunately this study
could not empirically testify the validity of these hypothesis, and gives the

finishing to hope for the improved discussion about it hereafter.

< Key words: the elderly, fear of crime, vulnerability, neighborhood variables,

media exposure, attraction of crime target, desensitization
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