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Comartin, Craun and Kernsmith, 2009; Levenson et al., 2007; Lieb and Nunlist,
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and Milloy, 1995; Petrosino and Petrosino, 1999; Adkins, Huff, and Stageberg,
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Sex offenders’ negative perception on notification policy

Kang, Ji-Hyon

In Korea, registration and notification policy on sex offenders are among the
mostly widely discussed and debated policies with electronic monitoring system
for sex offenders. Even though public’s view and perception on the notification
policy are described as valuable and important for public safety and the right to
know for the public, there is lack of data regarding how sex offenders perceive
and value this policy which they are subject to. Previous studies heavily focus
on the constitutional concern on the violation of individual privacy and legal
issues such as double jeopardy, cruel and unusual punishment, etc. Studies on the
perceptions and views on notification policy mainly conducted towards the public,
and previous studies rarely focus on the sex offenders’ view and perception on
the policy. The understanding of the policy and positive attitude toward those
regulations are crucial for the success of the policy. The present study proposed
to address this gap through an examination of the sex offenders’ opinion on the
notification policy and what factors contribute to the perception of public
notification law among sex offenders subject to notification policy.

Data for the present study are collected from survey administered to convicted
sex offenders who are on probation currently and subject to notification policy.
Individuals who have prior history of sex crime are more likely to have negative
perception on the community notification. In addition, individuals who had
negative experiences during investigation and trial process are more likely to have
negative perception on community notification. Unexpectedly however, negative

experiences within neighborhood due to the notification such as threatening from
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neighbors and moving out of neighborhood do not effect on one’s negative

perception on the community notification.

« Key words : sex offenders, community notification policy, sex offender notification

policy.
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