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(homicide), 7Z}Z=(robbery), Aldl(aggravated assault)S 3Z3Fslo] E A
Zhong(2005)9] A3} FARSHA wl=e] 9= FWHF = AQl(murder and
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A Socio-Cultural Approach to Korean Age-Crime Curves

Jeong, Eunkyeong*

Hirschi & Gottfredson (1983, 1985) porposed that age-crime curves peak in
late teens and decrease sharply after the age. They argued that this "inverted J"
shape of age-crime curves is invariant irrespective of different social and cultural
conditions. However, Zhong (2005) and Jeong (2012) showed that Taiwan's and
Korea's crimes peak in 30s or 40s.

This paper analyses Korean age-crime curves dividing them into property
crimes and violence crimes, and shows that in both crime types, adult crime rates
are higher than those of U. S. A. The result also represents that in adult crimes,
the peak ages are getting older.

In discussion, this paper proposes that the age-crime curves of Korea are
distorted because low crime report rates which are influenced by patriarchal
culture in Korea. And to reduce Korea's adult crimes, happy marriages and stable
jobs are recommended based on life-course theory. It is also suggested that

Korean criminal policy must consider the country’s cultural background.

+» Key words: socio-cultural approach, age-crime curve, life-course theory, crime

report, patriarchal society, arrest rate
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