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Adequacy of Punishment against Bribery with Sentencing
Guideline*

Kim, Hye-Jeong**

The Sentencing Committee developed the sentencing guideline for 23 crime in
Korea. There are still disagreements over the validity of the guideline. The
guideline with the lowest confirmity rate, 80.1%, was the first sentencing
standard, bribery.

Generally, bribery has been considered as one of the white-collar crimes. But,
in Korea, not only high-ranking public officials, but also lower-level officials
commit bribery. They receive bribes in order to accumulate wealth, to earn their
bread, or to adapt themselves to the construct of bribery bureaucracy. Such
offense are some of the most serious crimes in Korea, because it disturbs normal
policing and corrupts society. Despite being a serious crime, there is criticism that
bribery is punished too lightly.

In order to ensure the appropriateness of punishment for bribery, regulation
must first be changed the regarding social, or “soft” bribery and regulation for
corporate punishment should be introduced. In addition to these regulatory
changes, the criminal political thought regarding bribery should be changed.

In order to make this sentencing guidelines successful, it is necessary to tighten
the sentencing hearing system. This can be developed by investigation sentencing
factors. These investigations would be conducted by investigation officers of the

court. Criminal judges have a positive view toward the sentencing guideline.

* This work was supported by the 2014 Yeungnam University Research Grant.

** Yeungnam University Law School
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