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Issues Over Legislation Improving the Criminal Justice System
Focusing on Crime Victims

Lee, Jin-Kuk*

The protection of legal interests is the objective of Korean Criminal law.
Specifically, as it is widely accepted that the main purpose of enforcing criminal
law is to protect legal interests of the general public, crime victims have not
drawn much attention in the process of practicing law as well as in criminal
jurisprudence. They only could exercise their rights as a crime victim in criminal
procedures. However, violating law should be reviewed practically and
theoretically; in theory, violating law is infringing rights of others and at the
same time, in practice, there is a crime victim whose legal interests are interfered.
During the criminal procedures, crime victims shall confirm damages they have
gotten and their status as crime victim shall be recognized. In addition, they
should be protected to prevent them from falling into secondary victimization. In
this regard, it is one of duties of criminal law to deal with issues of crime victims
and their damages.

A large number of provisions related to crime victims have been amended,
however there are no sufficient programs to assist them and the current systems
and institution have shortages. What is issue at this point is that there is no
legislation to consolidate crime victims’ status in criminal procedures. For
example, the legislative partially introduces institutions relating to public attorney
for crime victim and their right to access to documents and information. In
addition, no legal ground has been provided to allow crime victim to participate

in criminal procedures. In the world, crime victim’s participation in criminal

* Prof. Dr. jur., Law School of Ajou.
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justice proceedings is regarded as a way to assess status of victim. Considering

all the above, there are still much room to improve as to crime victim protection.

+ Key words: Victim, criminal justice system focusing on crime victims, restorative

justice, victims’ participation in criminal procedures
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