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11) Crimes Act 1961 (NZ) 132(4)-(5).
12) Sexual Offences Act 2003 (UK) c42, s5.
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A Study on the Validity of the Age Raise in Statutory Rape

Jeong Eun-kyeong*

There were several legal tries to raise the age in statutoty rape. This study
examines the validity of age raise in statutory rape by using official crime data,
comparing foreign countries' laws, and checking the youth's consent ability about
sex. The analysis of the official crime data shows that the major targets of sex
crimes are minors and many of them are victimized by adults, proposing that a
policy to prevent minors from adults' sexual exploitation is needed. As the
policy, this paper suggests the following three things related to statutory rape in
Korea: First, the age of statutory rape which is 13 now, is needed to be raised,
second, a perpetrator's contention that (s)he mistook as to age is required to be
proved more carefully, and thirdly, it is recommended that perpetrators who are
to be punished by statutory rape be adults. In conclusion, the limitations of this
paper that the sex crimes have high dark numbers are mentioned with a future

research direction.

< Keywords: juvenile, sex crime, statutory rape, capacity of consent, minor
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