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Study on Recidivism Prediction Capability of
Korean Version of PCL-R

*kkk

Ko Ryeo-jin* - Sohn Se-rim** - Han Sang-gook™* - Lee Soo-jung

Compared to many other factors, psychopathy have been acknowledged as the
most important and accurate predictor of recidivism in previous studies. The
purpose of this study was to test the ability of Hare’s Psychopathy
Checklist-Revised(PCL-R), which is well established not only as a diagnostic
tool for assessing psychopathy, but also as a risk assessment tool for predicting
recidivism, based on collected samples in Korea in order to predict recidivism.
Participants who were 318 inmates incarcerated across the country were
interviewed in prison and classified into either high-risk group or low-risk group
based on the total score of the Korean version of PCL-R(Korean PCL-R). Based
on this classification, survival analysis was performed through conducting
follow-up investigation into the recidivism rate of the participants after their
release. Survival analysis was conducted with total score of 25 as a cut off
score, and it revealed significant group difference between high and low risk
recidivism group. High-risk recidivism group who scored more than 25 showed
99% of survival rate for following 1 year and 79% of survival rate for following
10 years. On the other hand, low risk recidivism group showed 100% of
survival rate for 1 year and 83% for 10 years. It showed that classification of

high and low risk group, according to Korean PCL-R total score, can
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significantly predict recidivism. In addition, participants were divided into 4
groups according to their Korean PCL-R total scores(0 to 10, 11 to 20, 21 to 30
and 31 to 40, respectively). Similar with previous result, people who got higher
score tended to reoffend more and faster. The results of the present study
suggested that Korean PCL-R is a useful assessment tool for determining
important issues in the criminal justice system. Moreover, several limitations of
the study was addressed for future studies and the need for further investigation

was justified.

«» Keywords: PCL-R, recidivism prediction, Survival analysis, risk assessment,

Psychopathy
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