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A Study on Legal Regulations for Hate Speech in Japan :
Focusing on the Act on the prevention of hate speech

Bae, Sang-kyun*

Hate speech is spreading in South Korea. There is no standard definition of hate
speech, but the term is normally used to speech which attacks a person or group
on the basis of attributes such as gender, ethnic origin, religion, race, disability, or
sexual orientation.

The hate speech is hatred expression, but it is thought that the regal regulation(in
particular, criminal sanctions) is difficult, because all hate speech is not dangerous
enough to merit government regulation. So, some improvements are needed because
the current law system in South Korea has its limit in terms of overcoming the
problem of hate speech. But, a general social consensus of the legal regulations on
hate speech in South Korea is not yet sufficient. This problem is important to make
a balance between free speech and personality rights(and equal rights). Therefore,
if we do not make serious efforts to solve hate speech, we may make current
problems worse as well as encourage the hate speech. Therefore, this paper examines

“Act on the prevention of hate speech” focusing on Japanese precedents.

% Keyword: Hate speech, Prohibition of discrimination, Legal regulation, Freedom

of speech, Act on the prevention of hate speech in Japan
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