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The Middle, Blend and Overlap Area of Medical Services and
Dentist’s Unlicensed Medical Practice

Do, Gyu-youp*

Recently, the conflicts which is spreading like a fashion among medical persons,
have come to serious problems in the field of the medical criminal law due to they
result in the unlicensed medical practices outside the scope of medical licenses. In
Korea, though there has been a lot of disputes between medical doctors and oriental
medical doctors until a recent date, conflicts between other medical performers are
rising on the surface of the water. In addition to the variability, uncertainty, and
expandability, the specialization and de-specialization of modern medicine have
weakened the exclusive dominance of a certain medical license. Through the
collaboration and integration phenomenon in the medical field, the middle, blend
and overlap areas of medical services are gradually expanding.

The court ruled that the facial Botox injection, which was conventionally
recognized as a medical practice of a doctor, is also a medical practice within the
range of a dentist's license. Although the middle, blend and overlap area of medical
services concept may be unfamiliar to us yet, already there are various kinds of
and considerable amounts of the middle, blend and overlap areas of medical services
in our society. In the course of development and change of modern medicine, they
are expected to increase rapidly in the future. In conclusion, the court’s decision
is a meaningful judgment in the sense that it made a new paradigm in clarifying

the scope of the middle, blend and overlap area of medical services.

* Research Fellow, Korean Institute of Criminology, Ph. D. in Law
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