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The Victim Selection of Sexual Offender

Bark, Hyung-min*

This study researched the criteria that criminals select victims from their
perspective, or the factors that consider the moment of selection. For this research,
22 sexual offenders who committed more than one sex crime were interviewed. And
among the interview contents, clues indicating the victim selection were extracted,
and analyzed. The type of approaches to victims were ‘interactions through alcohol’,
‘interaction through play’, ‘selecting women in adult entertainment establishments’,
‘invasion of victims’ house’, ‘random choice’. The most important trigger for
selecting victims for each type was not their traits, such as appearance or clothing.
The situation at the moment of the crime were more important, such as ‘the victim
was alone’, ‘Ease of intrusion’, ‘Ease of controling victims’. These results could
be a valid empirical evidence of criticism against the responsibilities on sexual
violence victims that one of the most serious secondary injuries for victims. The
study also has practical implications in various areas, including policies to prevent
sexual crimes and protect victims of sexual violence.
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