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A Study on the Actual "War against Thieves' during King
Sejong’s Reign of the Joseon Dynasty.

Cho, Byung-In. Ph.D.*

This study traces in depth the deeds of King Sejong’s predecessors, who went
through extreme hardship during the latter half of his governance under which he
set great mercy and compassion at the head of his criminal justice policy, by
incurring an actual ‘War against Thieves’ during his reign. This strongly imply that
his criminal justice policy was not so successful on the whole.

As a part of the empirical research, the author puzzled out the secret of the
unusual distribution curve of the annual statistics on the executed prisoners by
digging into the Sejong Sillok, that is the 600 year old official government records.

In a word, the reason was just because King Sejong allowed in the 4th year of his

reign to totally ignore the former crime records of the habitual thieves whenever
he declare the decree of amnesty, reviving the heavy penalty for them after 23 years.
Moreover, the author also revealed another very meaningful evidence that King
Sejong unwillingly accelerated execution of career thieves by permitting execution
of the thieves who killed the cow or horse after stealing them only 2 times,

tentatively 3 years ago his death.

¢ Key words: theft, amnesty, capital punishment, tattooing on the arms, isolation
in island, rehabilitation support, heel muscle cutting, tattooing on
the face

* Former Senior Research Fellow of Korean Institute of Criminology
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